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Gaslamp Quarter offers History
Talks! – Alonzo Horton and the
Founding of New Town San Diego
THIS Wednesday, July 12, at 7 p.m.
at the Davis-Horton House

History Talks! – Alonzo Horton and the Founding
of New Town San Diego will be offered to the public by
the Gaslamp Quarter Historical Foundation (GQHF),
THIS Wednesday, July 12, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Gaslamp Museum in the Davis-Horton House, 410 Island Ave., San Diego 92101. The cost of the lecture is
only $5 per person; free for GQHF members.
The talk will be presented by Richard Crawford,
head librarian of Special Collections at the Central Library, downtown San Diego, and author of four books
on San Diego history.
This History Talks! lecture is being held in celebration of the museum’s newest exhibit: Alonzo Horton: The
Sesquicentennial of the Founding of New Town San Diego,
(Continued on Page 3)
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Dianne Cowen, President
Congress of History of San Diego
and Imperial Counties
e-mail: diannepcowen@yahoo.com

hanks to Faye Jonason for graciously hosting the
May 20 Congress of History meeting at the Base
Commandant’s home (historic Rancho Santa Margarita)
on Marine Base Camp Pendleton. (Thank you to members who submitted all the necessary information as requested for base entrance.) Members attending outnumbered board members, who had a quorum present. Yaay!
A cool, overcast morning was perfect for the veranda meeting site. Everyone agreed that the 2017 Conference was excellent, even though the attendance was
lower than anticipated. Following
the meeting, Faye and a docent
in rancho costume gave tours.
Some of us enjoyed having our
(Continued on Next Page)

Next CoH Mtg. to be THIS Sat.,
July 1 5 at the Leo Carrillo
Ranch Historic Park, Carlsbad

L

eo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park (LCRHP), in the picnic
area, will be the site of the next Congress of History
(CoH) board meeting, to be held THIS Saturday, July
15, at 10 a.m. The park and ranch buildings are located
at 6200 Flying LC Lane, Carlsbad 92009. “Flying LC”
was Leo Carrillo’s brand for his cattle and horses. (For
parking information see the end of this article, on page 4.)
Hosts for the meeting will be the Friends of Carrillo
Ranch, Inc. CoH board meetings are free and are open
to all members, and the public. Bring a friend!
A tour of the Carrillo home, historic ranch buildings,
and a portion of the grounds, will be offered to those
attending, following the meeting. This may include the
visitor center, in a restored barn (where we may view a
13-minute introductory film on the history of the ranch
and the life and career of Leo Carrillo).
Note: The ranch has irregular surfaces (earthen and
paved), including stairs and trails. We recommend that
visitors wear sturdy walking shoes for the uneven terrain.
Be prepared to walk up and down moderately sloping
hillsides, on decomposed-granite trails. Wear comfortable clothing, appropriate for the season; with a hat and
sunscreen. Bring a sack lunch and drinking water.

History of the Leo Carrillo Ranch Park

Leo Carrillo Ranch is a designated Historic National
(Continued on Page 4)
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Adelante Deadline

NOTE: The deadline for articles and flyers
for the September/October edition of Adelante is
Aug. 26, 2017. Please e-mail them to: hghalmay@
aol.com, or surface-mail to: PO Box 1346, Lemon
Grove, CA 91946. A photo or artwork should be
sent as a jpg file. Thanks! Helen Halmay, Editor

The President's Column

(Continued from Page 1)
photos taken in the President’s Bedroom. Faye opened
the Chapel for us and told us about the devastating affects of the winter 1993 flood. Several of us continued
on to tour the nearby Marine Mechanized Museum,
including a look at the working area where volunteers
restore and fabricate materials for display vehicles.
Steve Youel, 2017 Conference speaker on Veterans’
Memorials in San Diego County, led a small group around
the hospital garden areas that
are set-aside for memorials.
(See the photo of Youel showing a
memorial to CoH Board Member
Steve Veach, right. Photo by Dianne Cowen). Altogether it was

an exhilarating, exhausting day.
Thank you Faye, and staff. . . .
Conference co-chairs Eva
Peterson and Louise Torio
are working with the 2018 Conference Committee to
finalize the conference location for March 2 and 3, 2018.
What quirky person, event, or thing is part of the unknown history of your neighborhood? We want to hear
about it! Get your proposals ready to submit. . . .
Join us at the Carrillo Ranch Historic Park in Carlsbad on July 15 for the next Congress of History meeting,
followed by a tour of the former home of Leo Carrillo,
descendant of early Spanish settlers in Alta California,
and a Hollywood actor. (Details are on the front cover.)
You can see peacocks fly and roost in the trees, as
well as learn the history of people and the ranch, which
is now part of the City of Carlsbad. For the most part
this will be an outdoor event so come prepared with
sunscreen, hats, plenty of water, and snacks. . . .
Since May our member organizations have honored
veterans and celebrated our nation’s birthday. Every
month there are new exhibit openings and special events
in every part of San Diego County and in Temecula. If
the locations are near one another, you might be able to
take-in more than one event on any given day.
I once planned to make three events in one day, but
had to admit defeat; I was having way too much fun to
leave the second one. ... But you can try!
Stay safe and cool, Dianne P. Cowen, President
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Rebirth of Lemon Grove’s 1912 Bakery Building, Wed., July 19

by Helen M. Ofield, President, Lemon Grove Historical Society
The Lemon Grove Bakery, 3308 Main Street on the corner of Pacific Street, will hold a grand opening on
Wednesday, July 19 at 10 a.m. to celebrate the rebirth of our city's famous 1912 Mission Revival store under its
new name and ownership. All are invited to this celebration, to enjoy a formal program at 10 a.m. followed by live
music, face-painting, hula hoop contests, a historical photo display,
photo opportunities with dignitaries, the marines and pals in front
of the building, and the mural, history hand-outs about the building
and environs, and plenty of free samples (check out the pint-size
cupcakes, just the right size for little hands in the Kiddie Cupcake
Brigade).
The new owner, Burton Foods LLC, Major Talisin Burton,
president, bought the building in 2016 and is keeping its historical
charm, allowing the Lemon Grove Historical Society to keep and
maintain its award-winning Lemon Grove History Mural on the Pacific Street wall, and bringing back delicious, baked-on-site delicacies and coffee to the middle of town right across from
Alonzo Horton and the Founding
The Big Lemon. The marines have landed!
Major Burton is active duty USMC, Camp Pendleof New Town (Continued from Page 1)
ton, a former helicopter pilot (now a flight instructor).
He works with three retired USMC comrades in the which opened in June 2017 and continues through December 2017.
business: Frank Garner, vice president; Gregory Dono,
This year marks the 150th anniversary of an event
and Russell Chaby. All have served multiple tours of
that would change San Diego’s history forever. On April
duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Together, they have labored over many months to 17, 1867 Alonzo Horton (see photo below) arrived on a
ship from San Francisco and saw in the dusty fields the
upgrade the infrastructure of the former Grove Pastry
possibility of a great city along the bay.
Shop, and bring their years of experience with restauHe soon purchased a
rants, bakeries, and customer service to the home of The
large
plot of land on which
Big Lemon. Come join us in welcoming them!
he would tirelessly build
New Town San Diego (now
D
AN
downtown San Diego) for
Editor’s Column - by Helen Halmay
the next 42 years. His influence is still seen throughout
Congratulations to Long-Time
much of our city, and his
name adorns many of our
CoH Member Murray K. Lee
buildings and landmarks.
On the morning of June 10, 2017 a dedication cerThe current exhibit,
emony was held at the Mt. Soledad National Veterans Alonzo Horton: The SesquiMemorial, La Jolla. At that event a plaque was dedicated centennial of the Founding
honoring the military service of Murray Kent Lee (see of New Town San Diego, chronicles the life of San Diego’s
photo below), a long-time member of the Congress of founding father Alonzo Horton and the early growth of
History, and frequent CoH conference presenter. Most New Town San Diego.
recently he spoke at our 2017
On view now, through December 2017, are the muWorld War I conference.
seum’s collections of photos, maps, and ephemera reAt the dedication cer- lated to Horton. “As the only residence where Alonzo
emony a contingent of the Horton lived, that’s still standing in San Diego, the 1850
Chinese Consolidated Be- William Heath Davis-Horton House Museum is the
nevolent Association’s Lucky perfect setting in which to view this collection of HorLion Dancers performed.
ton’s life and times,” explains Catalina Preskill, executive
Murray Lee was an Able director of the historic museum.
Seaman on Liberty ships in
The house is open Tuesday through Saturday from
the US Merchant Marine in 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday from Noon to 3:30 p.m.
World War II. He served on
Entry to the museum is $5 per person for a self-guidships in the North Atlantic.
ed tour, or $10 per person for an audio tour; free for
“In 1942, during World GQHF members. For more details, call the Gaslamp
War II, German U-Boats Museum at: (619) 233-4692, or send an e-mail with your
questions to: info@gaslampfoundation.org.
(Continued on Page 17)
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July 15 Mtg. at Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park (Continued from Page 1)

Landmark that was opened to the public in August 2003. It was originally received by the City of Carlsbad in 1977,
under the Quimby Act, which requires developers to dedicate acreage per capita for parkland. Its original name was
Rancho de los Quiotes, the “Ranch of the Spanish Daggers.” In 1990, Carlsbad resident Alan Kindle established a 501
(c)(3) non-profit educational corporation called the Friends of Carrillo Ranch, Inc. Its mission was designed to help
the city plan and develop what later came to be called the “Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park.” In the same year the
Friends was created, the city established The Carrillo Ranch Trust Fund under Section 2.36.090(d) of the Carlsbad
Municipal Code. This would allow gifts of cash, artifacts and memorabilia to be accepted for purposes relating to
the development, operation and maintenance of the Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park.
The ranch is a former working ranch, once owned by actor Leo Carrillo, who is best-known for playing the
character “Pancho,” the jolly sidekick of the Western hero, the “Cisco Kid” (played by Duncan Renaldo) in The
Cisco Kid radio and television series.
The Cisco Kid is a fictional character found in numerous film, radio, television, and comic book series based on
the fictional Western character created by O. Henry in his 1907 short story, “The Caballero’s Way,” published in the
collection Heart of the West, as well as in Everybody’s Magazine, vol.17, July 1907. In movies, radio, and television,
the Kid was depicted as a heroic Mexican caballero who assisted people, helped by his faithful sidekick, Pancho.
Each episode started with the announcer saying, “Here’s adventure, here’s romance, here’s O. Henry’s famous
Robin Hood of the Old West — The Cisco Kid.” Then, most episodes ended with Pancho making a silly remark or
joke, which would cause Cisco to laugh, “Oh, Pancho!” to which Pancho laughed, in reply, “Oh, Cisco!” and off
they would ride, into the sunset.
Leo Carrillo was born in 1881 in Los Angeles, but his beginnings were in San Diego’s Old Town where his grandparents Josefa (Bandini) and Boston-educated Pedro Carrillo, were married, maintained their residence, and raised
a large family. Years later, their grandson, Leo Carrillo, would
grow-up to become a famous actor, with more than 90 motion
pictures to his credit, long before The Cisco Kid came into our
homes. He also appeared in 15 major stage plays (several of
them on Broadway). For many years he was also famous for
riding his beautiful horses in community parades, decked-out
in fancy Western garb and silver livery.
In addition to being an actor and a skilled horseman, Carrillo was an early preservationist and environmentalist, helping
to save beaches and park lands. He served 18 years on the California Beaches and Parks Commission (the Leo Carrillo State
Park near Malibu is named in his honor). He was a key factor
in the development of the Los Angeles Olvera Street complex,
the Los Angeles Arboretum, and our own Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. Most notably, his personal relationship
with the Hearst family led to the acquisition of the exquisite Hearst Castle at San Simeon. He toured the world as the
state’s official “Ambassador of Good Will,” and Governor Edmund G. Brown called him “Mr. California.”
Looking for a place to relax away from the entertainment industry, and to memorialize the history of his family’s
Spanish/Californio past, Carrillo bought the ranch in the 1930’s. He originally had over 2,500 acres of ranch land,
which he used as a working cattle ranch. He loved horses and the history and romance of the ranching life, so he had
out-buildings carefully constructed to recreate the vanishing Spanish and Californio traditions of centuries before.
However, because Carrillo was an actor from Los Angeles, his working ranch soon took on a second role, becoming a popular hangout for the Hollywood elite, like Cary Grant, Claudette Colbert, John Wayne, and Will Rogers, who were eager to escape Hollywood. They lounged around the pool while steaks were cooked on the handmade
stone B-B-Q (see photo above). Cocktails were served on the flagstone patio under blue, Southern California skies.
Today, this same relaxing atmosphere pervades the park, and the cries of peacocks continue to fill the air as the
showy birds strut slowly among the eucalyptus trees. The park is open Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 11
a.m.-5 p.m.; Closed Mondays. Free Guided Tours are offered on Saturday at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.; and Sunday at 12
Noon and 2 p.m. Venues within the park are available for rent for weddings and other special events. For rental
information, call Leo Carrillo Ranch Weddings at: (858) 638-0672.
For details about membership in the Friends group, or directions, see their website at: www.carrillo-ranch.org.
PARKING –There is a free, off-street parking lot inside of the Carrillo Ranch Park, near the entry. The unique
park entry-gate was created specifically for the park through the City of Carlsbad’s public art program.
For details about this CoH meeting call: (619) 469-7283.
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In the heat of summer, come relax in the cool shade at the Annual Ice Cream Social, to
be offered by the Vista Historical Society (VHS) THIS Saturday afternoon, July 15 in the
garden of the society’s house museum, 2317 Old Foothill Dr., Vista 92085.
Unlimited ice cream, root beer floats, and non-alcoholic drinks will be served from 2 p.m. to
4 p.m. Come visit with friends and take a food-free tour of the society’s historic Rancho Minerva
House Museum. Exhibits include historic clothing, furniture, artwork, and a display about the Vista Press community newspaper. As occurred last year, crafters and others will have booths at the social, offering unique items
for sale. Crafts booths will be open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost for the social is $5 for adults, and only $3 for children, ages 10 and younger.; pay at the event. For more
details call the society at: (760) 630-0444, or see their website: www.vistahistoricalsociety.com.
ALSO, for information on the VHS’s August Community Barbecue, see the article on page 13, in this Adelante.

Stars of the Past Shine Again in SOHO’s
3rd Thursday Silent Movie Series, to be held
July 20 and Aug. 17 in Old Town San Diego

by Dean Glass, Save Our Heritage Organisation Staff
Our Third Thursdays Silent Movie Series, offered to the public by Save Our Heritage Organisation (SOHO), continues on July 20 with Brown of Harvard, a 1926 “buddy film” 85 minutes long, about a college gridiron hero and his
weakling sidekick, to be held in the Adobe Chapel, 3963 Conde St., Old Town San Diego 92110. Doors open at 7:15
p.m., and the silent movie begins at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 per person and seating is limited; please reserve your
ticket/s by purchasing them online at the website: www.sohosandiego.org, or calling: (619) 287-7511.
In Brown of Harvard, William Haines, the number one box office draw of 1930, and Hollywood’s first openly-gay
movie star, plays Tom Brown. Haines was eventually fired by Louis B. Mayer, the era’s most powerful film producer,
for refusing to give up his live-in boyfriend and marry a woman. Haines then began his second career as Hollywood’s
most in-demand interior decorator/furniture designer. His firm, William Haines Designs, is still in business today.
Costarring in Brown of Harvard, as the sidekick, is Jack Pickford (Mary’s younger brother), who racked-up an
impressive 137 film credits between 1909 and 1930, two as director. Pickford has come to be known as “Hollywood’s
(Continued on Page 8)

Collection Care Consultant
Initial Consultations are FREE and Confidential

Is Your Collection Safe from Disaster?
• I will consult with you, or your group, regarding your
collection care concerns – then do a risk assessment of
your storage facilities and exhibition spaces – at a
special, Congress of History member rate!

• What you spend on an assessment will be small, when compared to
the losses you may experience if you are not prepared!
ALSO AVAILABLE – Collection Care Workshops that will help you to identify
possible threats and show you how to minimize potential damage to your holdings.

Don’t Put It Off! Contact Me Today – Louis Goldich, M. A.
Working wi th Col lections
for Over 30 Yea r s

goldich@earthlink.net
Telephone: 1-619-463-8474
www.timeriver.net/goldich
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Nearly Lost: How Small Units, and Deferring to Authority,
Obscured the Big Picture and Nearly Resulted in a Missed
Buried Deposit in La Jolla, Calif. to be the Program Topic

at the FREE S DCAS Mtg. on Sat., July 22 at 7:30 p.m.

(Note: If you think you’ve seen this topic before, you’re right. This was originally the SDCAS program scheduled
for May, but that meeting had to be rescheduled to this date in July, due to electrical work at the adobe. – Editor)
Archaeologist Richard Schultz will speak on the topic “Nearly Lost: How Small Units, and Deferring to Authority, Obscured the Big Picture and Nearly Resulted in a Missed Buried Deposit in La Jolla, California” when the San
Diego County Archaeological Society (SDCAS) meets on Saturday, July 22, at 7:30 p.m. at the Los Peñasquitos
Adobe County Park (see address at end of article).
For many years small excavation units have been used to gain
understanding of the contents, and the context, of sediments below
the sod and streets of La Jolla Shores. As a practice, this is simple
enough. However, add to this a 1920s grading operation, professional experiences with previously-undocumented fill profiles, and
small excavation unit archaeology, and this combination of factors
almost missed the big picture –– until a recent recovery-oriented
excavation program exposed sediment profiles that were not what
they were presumed to have been!
Interested? Come hear the details from the speaker at this free program.
NOTE: Saturday Evening Lectures will replace the usual Fourth Tuesday Programs during the summer
months only. There are no Fourth Tuesday Programs in June, July, or August.
The public is invited to arrive early and bring a picnic dinner, chairs, and drinks. It can get cool in the canyon
at night – especially when the evenings are damp, so long-sleeves, jackets, and/or blankets are recommended. Bug
repellent is also recommended. The program begins at 8 p.m.
The Los Peñasquitos Adobe is located in the Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve, off Black Mountain Road,
beyond the Canyonside Community Park playing fields, to the end of the road.
For directions, or additional information, call the San Diego County Archaeological Society at (858) 538-0935,
or visit their website at: www.sdcas.org.

Insights from Archaeological and Historical Investigations
in Downtown San Diego to be the Program Topic at the
FREE S DCAS Meeting to be held on Sat., Aug. 26, at 8 p.m.

Dr. Sinéad Ní Ghabhláin will speak on “Insights from Archaeological and Historical Investigations in Downtown San Diego” when the San Diego County Archaeological Society (SDCAS) meets on Saturday, August 26 at
8 p.m. at the Los Peñasquitos Adobe County Park (see address at end of article).
Dr. Sinéad Ní Ghabhláin has recently retired from ASM Affiliates after over thirty years working as an archaeologist in southern California and in Europe. She will discuss archaeological and historical investigations in downtown
San Diego (Alonzo Horton’s “New Town”) that have provided fascinating insights into social and economic conditions as they were in this small border town around the late 19th century.
Her recent projects there have included a luxury hotel, that catered to the wealthiest travelers of that period;
boarding houses of the working poor; and a saloon and brothel in San Diego’s red-light district, all of them dating
to San Diego’s boom years of the late 1880s.
NOTE: Free Saturday Evening Lectures will replace the usual Fourth Tuesday Programs during the summer months only. There are no Fourth Tuesday Programs in June, July, or August.
The public is invited to arrive early and bring a picnic dinner, chairs, and drinks. It can get cool in the canyon
at night – especially when the evenings are damp, so long-sleeves, jackets, and/or blankets are recommended. Bug
repellent is also recommended. The program begins at 8 p.m.
The Los Peñasquitos Adobe is located in the Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve, off Black Mountain Road, beyond the Canyonside Community Park playing fields, to the end of the road.
For directions, or additional information, call the San Diego County Archaeological Society at (858) 538-0935,
or visit their website at: www.sdcas.org.
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San Diego History Center’s Summer Exhibits & Activities
Summer activities will be held at the San Diego History Center
(SDHC), Balboa Park, San Diego, unless the location is stated as elsewhere in the following articles. All events have admission fees.

Celebrate San Diego! The History & Heritage
of San Diego’s Jewish Community

History Center Exhibition Chronicling the History of the Jewish
Community in San Diego is Open NOW through May 20, 2018
San Diego’s Jewish pioneers arrived with statehood in 1850 looking
for adventure, good weather, better health, and, above all, the opportunity to make the American dream their own.
Many who arrived in San Diego were responsible for shaping the early town, creating thriving businesses (see photo,
below, of a Klauber Wagenheim Co. wholesale grocery truck, from the SDHC Photo Collection), building theaters,
owning vast tracts of land, engaging in civic service, and participating in politics.
These early Jewish pioneers were not only pioneers in San Diego, but pioneers in a new country as well. As the
19th century drew to a close, more and more Jews were arriving on American shores seeking a better life for themselves and in doing so, made life better
for the communities in which they settled.
In the early 20th century, San Diego’s Jewish community faced obstacles
to greater community involvement as
restrictive covenants (race restrictions)
were attached to particular neighborhood subdivisions, like La Jolla, pushing those who helped to fund and build
San Diego out of particular locations.
[This topic of anti-Jewish covenants was discussed during the 2015 CoH History Conference Scandals & Scoundrels.
– Editor]
However, by 1963, Jonas Salk, a Jewish medical researcher and virologist, established the Salk Institute for Biological Studies in La Jolla (designed by Jewish architect, Louis I. Kahn), and with the completion of UCSD—a
school intending to specialize in the intersection between biology and technology—the restrictions were ended, as
Jewish scientists were some of the top in their fields. Today, San Diego’s Jewish community thrives and is different
than other Jewish populations in other parts of the state and country given that 19% of San Diego County’s Jewish
population was born outside the United States, primarily Mexico.
Plan Ahead – • Thurs., Sept. 7 – SDHC is offering a program at 6 p.m. on San Diego Jews, WWI, and the Growth
of Local Benevolence, presented by Laurel Schwartz, of the Jewish Historical Society of San Diego. (She also spoke
on this topic at the 2017 CoH History Conference.) See the SDHC website, www.sandiegohistory.org, for tickets: $5
SDHC members; $10 general admission. See also the Celebrate San Diego! exhibit at SDHC to understand the struggles, triumphs, contributions, and legacy of San Diego’s Jewish community; it will be open through May 20, 2018.

~ ~ ~

From Prairie Poverty to the Princess of Publishing: Ellen Browning Scripps
to be Topic of Presentation on Thurs., Aug. 17, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Dr. Molly McClain will give a talk on From Prairie Poverty to the Princess of Publishing:
Ellen Browning Scripps to be offered to the public at the History Center on Thursday, August
17, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Dr. McClain is the foremost expert on longtime local philanthropist and newspaper publishing baroness, Ellen Browning Scripps.
Her book, Ellen Browning Scripps: New Money and American Philanthropy explores the
life of one of San Diego’s most important historical figures. From her supporting the San
Diego Zoo in its early days, to the building of the Children’s Pool in La Jolla, San Diego
would be a different place today without her. Tickets are $5 for SDHC members; $10 general
admission. Purchase tickets online at the SDHC website: www.sandiegohistory.org/event.
Don’t miss this lecture from Dr. McClain and the opportunity to have your purchased
book signed by the author. Attendees to the event receive 20% OFF the book’s retail price.
(Continued on the Next Page)
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(Continued from Previous Page)

Exhibit: The LORE Behind The ROAR! 100 Years of the San Diego Zoo
Last Chance! Exhibit will Close on Sun., August 13, 2017

In collaboration with the San Diego Zoo, this celebration of the Zoo’s centennial explores its evolution to the
World-Famous San Diego Zoo, San Diego’s largest cultural institution and one of the world’s great zoological institutions, with over five million visitors a year. LORE explores the Zoo’s contributions to popular culture, to San Diego
and to the animal world, from the pioneering concept of cage-less animals to the high-tech Frozen Zoo.
For more in-depth details about the San Diego Zoo Centennial see their website at: www.sandiegozoo100.org.
Special tours of The LORE Behind the ROAR! are available for school groups. Contact SDHC for tour details.

~ ~ ~

If You Have Nine Friends, a Tour Awaits

S. D. History Center caters to the curious and inquisitive. History abounds at both the San Diego History Center
and the Junípero Serra Museum, but sometimes it can be a little daunting. Don’t worry, they have highly-educated
and personable docents who can help bring history alive for you and your group.
Explore Balboa Park and learn about the 1915 Exposition—the event that put San Diego on the map. Not your
style? Perhaps a guided tour through historic Presidio Park—the site of the first permanent European settlement in
what is today the State of California—is more your speed. Whatever it is, chances are that SDHC has a tour for you.
Tours for a party of 10 need to be booked in advance. For more information, or to book your tour, see the
SDHC website at: www.sandiegohistory.org.

~
~
~
Marston’s History Emporium Exhibition;

Hands-On Learning Lab to open in Late Summer 2017

Have you ever wondered how San Diegans lived in the past? Or what clues lay hidden within documents, objects, and photos? The SDHC’s upcoming exhibition, Marston’s History Emporium, answers these questions and
more—and all with a San Diego twist! It will open in late summer 2017.
This exhibit is named for the History Center’s founder George Marston (see photo, left, of him roller skating. San Diego History Center photo). Marston realized that
San Diego needed to preserve its past and created the San Diego Historical Society
(now called the San Diego History Center).
See this exhibit to: Learn what it was like to grow up in San Diego • Discover how
everyday objects have changed over time • Explore historic views of San Diego • See
how young San Diegans today perceive their community • and more!
This hands-on space will be perfect for families to visit and explore!
For details visit their website later this summer at: www.sandiegohistory.org.

3rd Thursday Silent Movie Series

(Continued from Page 5)
First Bad Boy,” a playboy and carouser who allegedly had addictions to alcohol, drugs, and gambling. All three of his
marriages, all to former Ziegfeld Follies girls, ended in disaster. Brown of Harvard also features Mary Brian (“The
Sweetest Girl in Pictures”) as Brown’s love interest, and the 19-year-old John Wayne in his first screen appearance.
People on Sunday (Menschen am Sonntag), which will be shown August 17, is the final film in our 2017 Third
Thursday Series. This 1930 German film, 75 minutes long, is an early example of a mumblecore movie, a low-budget
film employing nonprofessional actors and improvised performances. A cab driver and a wine salesman spend an
afternoon by a lake “canoodling” with a movie extra and a record store employee, then a love triangle ensues among
three of them. Interspersed are scenes of various denizens of Berlin enjoying a carefree Sunday in July 1929. This
luscious time-capsule of a movie is a fascinating look at Germany in the last days before Hitler came to power.
Its stars were not in the cast, but rather behind the camera. They include directors Robert Siodmak (The Spiral
Staircase) and Edgar G. Ulmer (The Black Cat). Billy Wilder wrote the screenplays for People on Sunday and Some
Like It Hot, filmed at the Hotel del Coronado, as well as co-writing and directing Sunset Boulevard. Cinematographer Fred Zinnemann later directed From Here to Eternity.
For series details see the SOHO website: www.sohosandiego.org, or call: (619) 287-7511.
After the August 17 screening, SOHO’s Third Thursday Series will return next May 2018.
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July Events at the Women’s Museum of California

> TheaterOffering

• Speaking Out:Why I Stand*Fri., July 21 – Sun., July 23, 7:30 p.m.

Cost: General Public $12, Military (with ID) $10. Please purchase play
tickets at the museum’s website: www.womensmuseumca.org.
Join American History Theater and the Women’s Museum of California, as they offer three theater presentations of Speaking Out: Why
I Stand, a play written by Rachel Carter about the epidemic of Military
Sexual Trauma (MST). The play will be presented at the Women’s Museum
of California on July 21, 22, and 23, each at 7:30 p.m.
The museum will also offer a Free MST workshop The Power of Tribe
on Sat., July 22 and on Sun., 23 at 3 p.m. “Join fellow survivors and advocates in discussing the importance of finding a support group that works for you,” explains playwright Rachel
Carter. “Come learn to empower survivors during this intense and important summer event.”
She will lead the afternoon workshop on July 22 and answer questions after the play on that same evening.
*NOTE: The content of this play is not suitable for children.

•

> Recurring Monthly Programs

Women Of The Gaslamp Quarter . . . a Walking Tour
THIS Saturday, July 15, 10:30 a.m.
The walking tour features highlights of the
women who lived in the district, women who helped
improve the lives of people living in the district, and
• OWL/WILPF Monthly Meeting
those women who helped to “clean up” the district.
Tuesday, July 25, 1:30 p.m.
We also will give a special nod to many of the 93 historic buildings.
Older Women’s League
Please RSVP to Anne Hoiberg at: (858) 245-1677 or send an e-mail
The meeting is open to everyone.
to her at: ahoiberg@aol.com.
Light refreshments will be served.
• NOW Monthly Meeting on Wednesday, July 19, 6:30 p.m.
The Women’s Museum of California is located in Liberty Station (the former Naval Training Center) at 2730
Historic Decatur Rd, #103, San Diego 92106. It’s open, by donation, Wednesday through Sunday, 12 Noon to 4 p.m.
For more information call: (619) 233-7963, or send an e-mail to: info@womensmuseumca.org.

See Inside the Villa Montezuma Museum on Sat., Aug. 19

by Louise Torio, Chair, Friends of the Villa Montezuma. Inc. (FOVM)
The quarterly free tours of the magnificent Villa Montezuma Museum have been
a big hit. The next chance to see inside this premier Queen Anne Victorian museum
will be on Saturday, August 19, beginning at 9 a.m. (registration details below).
The house was the home of pianist and Spiritualist Jesse Shepard, who began his
writing career in San Diego under the pen name of “Francis Grierson.” See the Jesse Shepard/“Francis Grierson” House (photo left) on guided tours on the half-hour
from 9 a.m. through noon (more details at: www.VillaMontezumaMuseum.org).
While the City of San Diego requests that guests register for their free tour
through www.SDRecConnect.com, registration won’t open until late July. We will take walk-up guests the day of
the event if you arrive no later than 11:30 a.m. There is plenty of free street parking near the museum, which is located at the corner of 20th and K Streets in the Sherman Heights Historic District of San Diego.
The FOVM’s dedication to the museum has been key to the restoration progress. To learn more, contact the
Friends of the Villa Montezuma, Inc. (FOVM) by e-mail at: FOVM@VillaMontezumaMuseum.org.

Page 10

Adelante - Congress of History

July-August 2017

10 th a nnive rsary of f re e S tagecoach D ays is C e l e b r at ed
T his S ummer in O ld T own S a n D i e go S tate H istoric P ark

Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of Stagecoach
Days during 2017, in Old Town San Diego State Historic Park, the park is offering events every Saturday
in July and August, sponsored by Fiesta de Reyes,
Boosters of Old Town, and County of San Diego. In
Wells
Fargo
addition, Wells Fargo is a new event sponsor this year.
Mark your calendar now to experience one, or
more, of these FREE, fun, educational events (especially when including children or grandchildren).
Old Town San Diego State Historic Park is celebrating travel and transportation from the era of real horsepower
during “Stagecoach Days,” that kicked-off on July 8. Come join in FREE old fashioned fun of the mid-1800s from 12
noon to 4 p.m. on eight Saturdays in July and August. These events feature a different theme each Saturday such as:
Days of the Vaqueros, Women of the West, Soldiers and Citizens, TwainFest, and Taste of the Past (see list below).
Attendees of all ages will enjoy afternoons filled with activities that reflect life in early San Diego and celebrate
the West on the move. Through living history activities and demonstrations, stories and songs, visitors will view
early modes of transportation and scenes of daily life. Also, rides will be offered in a replica Wells Fargo stagecoach.
“This year’s Stagecoach Days will be the best in our park’s history,” says Event Coordinator Gregg Giacopuzzi.
“We have added many more family-friendly activities to the event this year so visitors will get a true taste of what
Old Town was like in the 1800s.”

Stagecoach Days Schedule:

• July 15 THIS Saturday — “Women of the West” — Women played an important part in the development of the
West. Some of their daily activities will be demonstrated on this Saturday. One of the highlights of the day will
be a quilt walk throughout the park, featuring antique quilts on display.
• July 22 — “Taste of the Past” — What we eat, how we acquire it, how it is prepared, and who prepares it are part
of our cultural make-up. This day will explore what was part of the dining experiences for people in early San
Diego. While you learn about the foods of the past you will be able to try modern tastes that evoke that time.
These modern foods will be provided by the food-purveyors in the park.
• July 29 — “Soldiers and Citizens” — The military has been part of San Diego since its inception. After the Mexican-American War, Dragoons, the Mormon Battalion, and the Boundary Commission all had an impact on San
Diego. See reenactors from the San Pasqual Battlefield Volunteer Assn., historic uniforms, weapons, etc.
• August 5 — “Trades That Shaped the West” — As towns developed in the West so did the need for specialized
trades and artisans. Old Town San Diego will present pivotal 19th century trades that helped shape the community of San Diego.
• August 12 — “Days of the Vaqueros” — Vaqueros were the first cowboys in California. They were highly-skilled
horsemen and cattle herders who were an integral part of the early cattle trade in California. The day will celebrate their horsemanship techniques and other aspects of Californio culture.
• August 19 — “TwainFest” * — This wildly popular festival celebrates literacy and the literary works of Mark Twain
and other 19th century authors. Excerpts from famous works will be presented by costumed San Diego actors
at a variety of park venues throughout the day. (Note: More TwainFest details toward the bottom of the next page.)
• August 26 — “West on the Move” — The California Gold Rush brought thousands of people to San Diego. Some
stayed, many more passed through seeking their fortunes further north. Today, California State Parks will present demonstrations and activities that were part of the lives of these people on the move.
Bring a picnic lunch, to enjoy before the activities start at noon; also, local stores and restaurants will have food
and drink available for purchase. For popular, sit-down restaurants, reservations are recommended.
Old Town San Diego State Historic Park, with the support of the Boosters of Old Town, Wells Fargo, the County
of San Diego, and donations from Fiesta de Reyes, is proud to offer these free activities for adults and children of all
ages. The park is located on San Diego Avenue and Twiggs Street in San Diego, and is conveniently located next to
the Old Town Transit Center, with Coaster, Trolley, and MTS bus service. The park recommends that you take the
trolley there. Free parking is available at the CalTrans headquarters, just two blocks from the park at 4050 Taylor St.
For more information, see the park website: www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego or call: (619) 220-5422.

( *NOTE: Details about the Aug.19 TwainFest are continued toward the bottom of the Next Page)
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• Celebrating – Summer in the Park •

FREE Music Series in S. D. Trolley Barn Park
FREE Concerts

A series of live music events are being offered this summer when the
University Heights Historical Society (UHHS) joins with other community
groups to co-sponsor a fun and free Summer in the Park, being held from
July through August, on Fridays, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., in Trolley Barn Park,
at Adams Ave. and Florida St., San Diego. Street parking.
The series offers four different Friday evenings of entertainment: THIS
Friday, July 14; then July 21, July 28, and August 4. (For a list of bands, by
date, see their website at: www.uhcdc.org and mark your calendar!)
Come enjoy a picnic at the park (bring your own blankets, chairs, food,
soft drinks, cooler, jacket, etc.). Also enjoy ice cream treats from the Mrs.
Frostie mobile vendor, on-site. One could also eat first, at near-by University
Heights restaurants, or buy food to-go, to bring to the park. Please no alcoholic beverages, no glass containers, and no unleashed dogs at these events.
The University Heights Historical Society is part of the non-profit University Heights Community Development Corporation (UHCDC)
Visit their website at: www.uhcdc.org for series details, and/or web links
to bands appearing at Summer in the Park 2017.

Lakeside H. S. Annual Yard Sale to be held
Fri., Aug. 5, and Sat., Aug. 6, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

It’s that time of year again! The Lakeside Historical Society is holding its
Annual Yard Sale on Friday, August 5, and Saturday, August 6, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at their history center, 9906 Maine Ave., corner of Parkside, Lakeside 92040.
Money raised from the sale of donated items will be used by the society for
the restoration and maintenance of their historic church building, museum, store,
and archives. Mark your calendar NOW to save these dates for great savings!
The society is gratefully accepting donations now of books, collectibles,
dishes and kitchen wares, tools and fishing gear, furniture, garden, household, and other miscellaneous items (no clothing, please).
If you wish to donate items, take them to the history center (address
above) on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information, call the history center at: (619)
561-1886 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Free TwainFest to be held on Saturday,
Aug. 19 in Old Town S. D. State Park

As part of Stagecoach Days, on Saturday, August 19, in Old Town San Diego State Park,
the life and work of America’s own Mark Twain will be celebrated from 12 Noon to 4 p.m.
at TwainFest. Old Town San Diego State Historic Park, with the support of the Boosters of
Old Town, will offer FREE activities for adults and children of all ages.
TwainFest is a celebration of Mark Twain (see photo, left), and other writers of the 1900s.
Literature comes to life through games and activities in the park, as well as through excerpts
from famous works which will be presented by costumed San Diego actors at a variety of
park venues throughout the day.
The park is located on San Diego Ave. and Twiggs St. Consider taking the trolley to
this free event, as there is an Old Town Trolley Station within walking distance of the park.
For details, see the site: www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego or call: (619) 220-5422.
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SVHS Potluck & CountryFair
Auction, to be held on Sat., Aug. 5

An Annual August Potluck Picnic is being offered by the Spring Valley Historical Society (SVHS) on Saturday,
August 5, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., at the Bancroft Adobe Ranch House Museum in Spring Valley. The event honors
those who have served in the past as Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors for the Spring Valley community. (Unfortunately, due to lack of willing participants, new ambassadors are no longer being elected by the Chamber.)
The picnic will be held outdoors on picnic tables, at 5 p.m. (which is earlier
than the historical society’s usual potlucks). Please remember to bring a jacket or
sweater, as there’s usually a light breeze blowing in the evening.
The society will provide grilled, 100% beef hot dogs, buns, condiments, beverages, and eating paraphernalia. Attendees are asked to bring a favorite picnic
salad, side dish, dessert (or whatever), to share.
In addition to the potluck, a Country Fair Auction will be held as an auxiliary
fundraiser for the nonprofit organization. For those of you who have gardens
with way more fruits and vegetables than your family can use, the society asks that you bring the surplus to their Country Fair event, to be auctioned-off.
The auction also will include other donated items like baked goods (cookies, brownies, pies), canned preserves,
and craft items – the kind of items you might see at an old-fashioned country fair.
Of course, if you’re not up to baking/canning, you can always donate purchased goodies, too. (Just make sure
your Country Fair Auction items get put on the Auction table, so they won’t be accidentally eaten during dinner!)
The Bancroft Ranch House Museum is located at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring Valley (off Bancroft Dr., between
Campo Rd. and Kenwood Dr.) 91977. For details, see their website at: www.svhistoricalsociety.org.

Gaslamp Quar ter Activities for July & August

San Diego’s beloved town dog, Bum (see illustration, below), was purportedly born on
July 3, 1886 in San Francisco, so the Gaslamp Quarter Historical Foundation (GQHF) celebrates July as his birthday month. “He truly was, and still is, a celebrity,” says Catalina Preskill, GQHF executive director. “Not only was he held in high regard by San Diegans while he
was alive, he was also admired by well-known locals after his death. One of these locals was
Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss.
“In our collection, we are fortunate enough to have a birthday card written to Bum by Dr.
Seuss! We believe Dr. Seuss gave it to us in 1986 for Bum’s 100th Birthday Celebration. On
the card is a print of the Cat in the Hat cartoon, and in a speech bubble to the right of the Cat
in the Hat Dr. Seuss wrote, ‘Even Us Cats Wish Bum a Happy
Birthday!’ ”

Upcoming Events at the GQHF:
July

12- History Talks! Alonzo Horton and the Founding of New
Town San Diego. (See the article beginning on the front
cover of this Adelante.)
29- Paranormal Investigation, 10 p.m. to midnight

August

11- Shady Ladies and Hop Heads Walking Tour, 5 p.m.
16- History Talks! The Wives of Alonzo Horton. Lecture by
Sandee Wilhoit. 7 p.m.
26- Paranormal Investigation, 10 p.m. to midnight
The GQHF’s 1850 William Heath Davis House Museum is
located at 410 Island Ave., in the Gaslamp Quarter, San Diego.
For more event information see the GQHF website: www.
gaslampquarter.org, or call: (619) 233-4692.
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SAVE THE DATE

CoH’s & SDHC’s Building to the Next Level:
Forum for Local History Groups
to be held Sat. Morning, Sept. 23

For the second year the Congress of History and the San Diego History Center are
cosponsoring a special morning for all area historical societies on Saturday, September 23
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., to be held at the S.D. History Center, Balboa Park.
Building to the Next Level: Forum for Local History Groups will feature sessions on vital
topics, such as Community Partnerships (1 hour), Event Management (1 hour), and Collections (1 hour). There
will be no break-out groups, so everyone who attends will be able to participate in all topics.
Cost for the forum is $15 per person. Registration information will be available soon. For more information,
send an e-mail to Tina Zarpour at: tzarpour@sandiegohistory.org
See also the event flyer on page 26 in this edition of Adelante. Seating is limited, so don't wait to register.

C A L L f o r PA P E R S – A t t e n t i o n :

Lo c a l & I n t e r n a t i o n al Archaeological Stude nt s

First Annual SDAC Student Symposium
to be held on Saturday, Sept. 30, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

by Cherryl Castro-Lector, Development & Marketing Manager, San Diego Archaeological Center
San Diego Archaeological Center (SDAC) is pleased to announce its first ever Student Symposium, to be held at
the Center, in Escondido, on Saturday, September 30 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The public is invited to attend this free
symposium, to hear college students present their papers, posters, or short films. Since it will
be an all-day event, audience members may come and go as they wish.
The symposium offers an opportunity for graduate and undergraduate students
to present their work on any of a broad range of topics relating to archaeology. This
exercise is meant to help those college students – especially ones who are planning
to participate in graduate programs – gain experience in presenting papers (or other
forms of presenting) to their peers and the public. All ages of college students who
wish to share their work in archaeology are invited. Presentations will not be ranked,
but certificates of participation will be presented. There is no cost to being a presenter.
We look forward to receiving proposals for presentations, posters, or short films as individual proposals. Contact us as soon as possible with your proposal (see details below).
Participating in this type of venue has many benefits, particularly if students plan to present at upcoming archaeological conferences. Presenting will allow students to receive valuable feedback from colleagues — regardless of the
stage of their research. Students will also get an opportunity to practice presentation skills that can help to develop
the expertise required to discuss research in a clear and meaningful way.
Presenting can also reflect on a student’s personal profile sometime in the future, when they are applying for that
particular job, as it will demonstrate to prospective employers that a student has been active in disseminating their
work, as well as keeping up-to-date on contemporary research.
Lastly, presenting is a valuable part of networking and building rapport with colleagues, all of which can be valuable resources at any stage of the presenter’s work.
Area & Topics: While the area and topics are open, we encourage topics that highlight the growth and depth
of Southern California and adjacent regions.
We would also welcome presentations from international researchers working on technological approaches and
digital archaeology. Examples of possible topics include, but are not limited to, topics in archaeological scientific
approaches, theoretical themes that crosscut geographical boundaries, and sets of papers or posters that focus on a
(Continued on the Next Page)
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1

st Annual SDAC Student Symposium (Continued from Previous Page)
particular site, region, or culture.
Information on becoming a presenter, or a sponsor, can be found at the SDAC website: www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/2017-student-symposium/.
SDAC is looking for sponsors to provide snacks and drink throughout the day. More information about this will
be provided on the website during August.
The First Annual SDAC Student Symposium will take place at the San Diego Archaeological Center, located at
16666 San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido 92027. For more information, please call: (760) 291-0370 or visit the
SDAC website at: www.sandiegoarchaeology.org.

Open Tower Day at Cabrillo National Monument to be Aug. 24

Plan Ahead – Thursday, August 24 is Open Tower Day – a day when
Cabrillo National Monument allows the public to tour the old San Diego lighthouse on Pt. Loma, from the basement all the way to the top of the lighthouse,
through the lantern room and on to the gallery (from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).
This is one of only three days each year when the tower to the Old Point
Loma Lighthouse is open to the public. Also, this same Thursday (August 24)
is Founder’s Day for the U. S. National Park Service.
Come and celebrate over 100 years since the National Park Service was
established. Living-history reenactors will be on hand during this event. For
details call (619) 557-5450.

Summer Barbecue to be at Vista HS Museum on Sat., Aug. 26

Plan Ahead – For the sixth year in a row, the Vista Historical Society (VHS) will hold a Summer Barbecue at
their museum. The fundraising event will be offered on Saturday, August 26, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., in the grounds
of the Vista Historical Museum, located at the historic Rancho Minerva, 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista 92085.
As in the past, the barbecue will feature brisket of beef, by “Pit Master” Frank Lopez, also pulled-pork and hot
dogs. Side dishes will include: homemade coleslaw, corn on the cob, ranch beans, rolls, and dessert, with water or
lemonade to drink. Beer and wine also will be available for an additional $3 a glass.
Live music will be played throughout the event by Rick Robledo & the
Working Cowboy Band. Line dancing will be taught by the Takin’ Chances
Dancers, and square dancing taught by the Ocean Wavers Square Dance
Club. Also, there will be fun activities for kids, including a bounce house.
Cost for the event will be only $15 per person, for anyone 11 years old
and older. Children 10 and under will be $5 each. Sponsorships for this
event are available starting at $100 each, which includes one free admission. For more information, to purchase tickets in advance, or to become
an event sponsor, please call the museum office at (760) 630-0444.

Traditional Songs of the Sea Performed on Board the Star of India

Maritime Museum hosts Annual Sea Chantey Fest Sun., Aug. 13

For centuries, sailors have honed their shipboard skills to the cadence of songs recounting the adventure, romance,
and tragedy of life at sea. These “sea chanteys” and the sailor’s life they describe, come to life aboard the Star of
India, when the Maritime Museum of San Diego (MMSD), along with San Diego Folk Heritage, presents the 25th
Annual Sea Chantey Fest on Sunday, August 13. The music begins at 11 a.m. and ends at 5 p.m. with a group finale.
Best of all, the whole event is included with Maritime Museum admission, at no extra charge. (Guest passes, and
Seafarers passes are not valid for this event.)
Visitors will hear sea chanteys and traditional folk music, performed by popular national, regional and local
performers, such as The Jackstraws, The Bilge Pump band, The Chanteymen band, and more.
The Star of India sail crew will demonstrate various shipboard skills traditionally accompanied by sea chanteys,
and visitors will have a chance to join-in and raise the sails of the historic ship.
(Continued on the Next Page)
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(Continued from Previous Page)

Musical Line-up for 2017*
11:00 a.m. The Jackstraws
11:40 a.m. The Chanteymen
12:20 p.m. Bilge Pumps
1:05 p.m. John Kraus and the Goers
1:50 p.m. Kick Up the Dust
2:35 p.m. The Jackstraws
3:20 p.m. Panamerican Shanty
4:05 p.m. Bilge Pumps
4:40 p.m. to 5 p.m. Group Finale
*Times and performers subject to change. To purchase tickets for museum admission, see the museum’s website
(below). MMSD entry cost is: adult $18, senior (62+) $13, child (ages 3-12) $8, and child (under age three) free.
For more information, see the museum’s website: www.sdmaritime.org, or call: (619) 234-9153, ext.101.

Local History Stories, for All Ages, to be told at RBHM Sat., Aug. 12

Free Local History Stories, for young and old, will be told by Marilyn McPhie (see
photo, left) on Saturday, August 12 at 11 a.m. in the Rancho Bernardo History Museum
(RBHM), at Rancho Bernardo Winery, 13330 Paseo del Verano Norte, San Diego 92128.
“Come enjoy these stories, and bring your children & grandchildren,” says McPhie.
She will enliven history by telling tales from pioneer times in the mid-to-late 1800s. Her
tales will include anecdotes specific to San Diego Co., as well as the story of “Frozen Charlotte.” A San Diego County resident, McPhie is the president of the Storytellers of San
Diego. She’s been telling stories professionally since 1985 and has performed for groups
from preschool to adult, and from coast to coast. She has been a regular speaker locally at
the Rancho Bernardo Library, and other county venues. For details call: (858) 775-5788.

Spirit of ’45 Day at Veteran Museum at Balboa Park to be on Sun., Aug. 13

This year is the 72nd Anniversary of “The Greatest Generation’s Greatest Day” – August 14, 1945 – the day that
World War II ended. The public is invited to join The Veteran Museum at Balboa Park (VMBP) in this nationwide
celebration on Sunday, August 13, that honors WWII veterans for their service and sacrifice, and that celebrates
their achievements. The local celebration will be held 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m. at VMBP, 2115 Park Blvd., San Diego 92101.
The formal program will begin at noon, with live music by The American Flyboys; Julie Eisenhower will sing the
national anthem. Then, veterans will be on-deck to share their stories from WWII. The event will conclude, and taps
will sound, at 2:30 p.m. Last year the museum had 1,200 people attend this event, including 100 WWII veterans!
“The Spirit of ’45 Day is a National Day of Remembrance for the Greatest Generation’s special day and for our
future generations,” explains Daniel DeMarco, event chairman. “This is a free, educational day which intends to
provide local children with the value system the WWII generation lived and continued to retain in their lives since
they experienced that war. It’s dedicated to providing a well-managed opportunity for children to witness the sense
of pride in America that these special elders can convey to them in stories when they meet!
Children and adults may ask veterans “Where were you on August 14th, 1945?” They will hear the veterans tell
them such details as: how they learned the war was ending, how it made them feel, how their lives could change,
how their hopes had new foundation, how their health could improve or illnesses be cured, how their relationships
and careers could resume, and how they would find-out about and see their loved ones, families, friends, and more.
To make this event a success, the museum is in need of volunteers, and monetary & in-kind donations. If you
can assist them, please contact Chairman DeMarco at (619) 569-6230, or e-mail him at: dan.demarco1@gmail.com.
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Lemon Grove’s Activities ~ Summer into Fall

by Helen M. Ofield, President, Lemon Grove Historical Society
Lemon Grove celebrates its 40th Anniversary of Incorporation with a year-long look back at 40 years, using
social media to commemorate this milestone. Residents are invited to send via Instagram, e-mail or Twitter their
memories, either first person, or handed-down in families, of
life in Lemon Grove since July 1, 1977.
These will be posted to the City’s website and featured at
the start of city council meetings beginning Tuesday, Aug. 1,
2017. Photographs are welcome! The City’s website is: www.
lemongrove.ca.gov/about-us/contact-us. Or, e-mail city assistant planner Miranda Evans at mevans@lemongrove.ca.gov.

40th Season of History Alive Lecture
Series starts Thurs., Sept.7, 7p.m.

40th Season of the History Alive Lecture Series starts Thursday, September 7 at 7 p.m. in the H. Lee House Cultural Center, 3205 Olive, Lemon Grove, when Michael R. Finch, president and CEO of RCP Block & Brick, relates
the story of this home town business started in 1947 by his father, Marvin Finch. When Pfc. Finch, 20, was honorably discharged from the army after WW II (see photo, left), he could see the forest for
the trees. California's booming, post war population needed housing and commercial
buildings. Marvin invested $400 pay from the Army Air Corps in an ownership share
in a concrete block-making business – and RCP (“Revolutionized Concrete Products”)
was born.
From four employees, a manual operation, a lone pickup truck,
hard work, small returns and tough times, RCP has grown into a
blockbuster company. Seventy years later, Southern California is
home to six RCP masonry retail centers, two state-of-the-art manufacturing centers, a
dazzling array of construction and hardscape products and tools, truck fleet and 250plus employees.
But RCP is still a family-owned and operated business as sons Michael and Tom
Finch, daughters Kathy Finch Olsen and Sharon Finch Regano, brother Dick Finch and
long-time partner Gene Chubb carry-on Marvin’s vision of a full-service company run
with integrity, high quality products and skill.

History Alive Lecture Series
continues on Thurs., Oct. 5, 7 p.m.
History Alive continues on Thursday, October 5 at 7 p.m. in
the H. Lee House Cultural Center, 3205 Olive, Lemon Grove,
with Roberta Bulling, Lemon Grove, and the story of the Baha’i
Faith, established in the 19th century in Persia, making it the
youngest of the world’s religions. The faith reached America in 1894 under the leadership of Abdu'l-Bahá and quickly spread through the states, drawing adherents as diverse
as federal judge Dorothy Wright Nelson and jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie.
The faith emphasizes the essential worth of all religions, the unity and equality of all
people, and the importance of building community through public action. For example,
in Lemon Grove, Bulling spearheaded the creation of “Mariposa Lane,” a beautiful public mural suggested by her
Baha'i youth group and painted by local students. Today, California is home to thousands of Baha’i centers. While
the Lemon Grove Historical Society does not proselytize on behalf of any religion, we encourage interest in all faiths,
especially those, like Baha’i, that may not enjoy widespread recognition, but are significant cornerstones of communities. Note: Videotaping of History Alive lectures is underwritten by a Community Enhancement Grant from the
San Diego County Board of Supervisors on the recommendation of Supervisor Dianne Jacob, District 2. Ancillary
costs of the series are underwritten in part by the Mary England Endowment for Education.
For more information on any of these events, or the society’s Parsonage Museum, please call: (619) 460-4353.
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(Continued from Page 3)
(submarines) were operating off the U.S. Atlantic Coast and many merchant ships were torpedoed and sunk,” Murray explains. “Winston Churchill told President Roosevelt that they were relying on the U.S. to supply them with
food and arms to fight Nazi Germany.
“So the Liberty ships were created. They were the ‘truck horses’ of the war supply chain, being 75% of the vessels
in the merchant marine fleet. In 1946, I sailed on one of these Liberty ships, the Thomas Sumter, as an Able Seaman
We went from Baltimore, Maryland to Cienfuegos, Cuba to pick up a load of raw sugar to deliver to France and
Belgium.”
The ship faced many adventures, including the engines losing power while they were in the North Atlantic.
“Fortunately, someone in the engine room decided to get us going by burning some of the sugar in our cargo. It
seems that sugar is combustible. We were soon up and running, but we had lost a total of four full days drifting in
the direction of Iceland.
“Our first port where we unloaded some of our cargo was Boulogne, France, across the English Channel opposite Dover. I and several of my friends went ashore and observed the German gun emplacements. The ground
was covered with many spent shells along with a few that were still live. The signs of a ferocious battle were everywhere....” Finally they arrived at Antwerp, Belgium, which took them into the Netherlands, and they delivered
the much-needed sugar. Murray also served in a Liberty ship in the South Atlantic which included stops in Brazil,
Uruguay, and Argentina. In addition, he received a Presidential Testimonial Letter from President Harry Truman.
In more recent times, Murray was the curator of
Chinese-American history for the San Diego Chinese
Historical Society Museum, located at 404 Third Ave,
downtown San Diego 92101.
He has done extensive research into San Diego’s
Chinese-American history, and has authored two
books: In Search of Gold Mountain: A History of the
Chinese in San Diego, California (see left) and the second one a children’s book that’s a true story: Elephant
and the Indians: My Grandfather, the “Elephant,” a Chinese Railroad Worker, Captured by Indians (see right).
All our admiration and best wishes go out to Murray, an outstanding patriot and gentleman, and an important, faithful guardian of local history.

• • •

Author Diana Lindsay takes First Place Honors in the Craft Awards
2017, presented by the Outdoor Writers Association of California

Kudos to Diana Lindsay, author and president of Sunbelt Publications, El Cajon, for recently receiving a first
place award for one of her excellent nature books.
Each year members of the Outdoor Writers Association of California (OWAC) meet to honor their members’
finest professional work. At a spring banquet, held this year in Bishop, California, the OWAC Board of Directors
presented awards to individuals whose work was judged Superior.
OWAC’s 2017 Craft Awards Media Competition judging determined Diana Lindsay’s
book, “Coast to Cactus: The Canyoneer Trail Guide to San Diego Outdoors,” to be a premier example of professionalism and talented execution. Judges felt that the design and
visual appeal of Diana’s entry was “Inspiring, intriguing and compelling.”
“By its superior form and creative style the entry was selected from among all submissions in its category and has been awarded First Place in the Best Outdoor Guidebook
category,” states the association.
The OWAC organization was founded in 1986. It’s a non-profit group of more than 150
professional outdoor communicators from California (and surrounding western states),
including newspaper and magazine staffers, freelance writers, book authors, radio and television broadcasters, video producers, editors, photographers and artists.
(Continued on the Next Page)
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Diana and Lowell Lindsay founded Sunbelt Publications, Inc. in 1984. The couple, and their company, are longtime business members of the Congress of History, often selling their local-history books at the CoH conferences.
Congratulations to both Diana and Lowell, and their friendly, helpful staff. The Sunbelt book warehouse is one
of my favorite places to shop for wonderful books about both local history and nature!
The warehouse is located at 1250 Fayette Street, El Cajon 92020, and is open, to purchase books, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m., and by appointment.
For more information about this amazing, local publishing company, call: (619) 258-4911, or use their TOLLFREE customer service line at: (800) 626-6579. See also the Sunbelt website: www.sunbeltpublications.com.
•••

Enjoy a Free Cool Zone That’s Also a Journey Through Time

Now there’s a new and interesting place to get out of the summer heat. The Heritage of the Americas Museum
is a designated “Cool Zone” with free admission for seniors escaping the heat. Located on the campus of Cuyamaca
College, the museum offers an exciting Journey Through Time. This round museum is a unique design, with four
wings and three gardens, including the entry garden on the north side of the building (see the floor plan, left).
Natural History is the first stop on your journey, where you’ll find meteorites, beautiful minerals, fossils, and
the wonders of life past and present. Then, right around the corner, in the Archaeology wing, you will see paleo and archaic projectile points made by early man in the
Americas, a collection of Kumeyaay artifacts, as well as pre-Columbian treasures
from Mexico and Peru.
The third stop is Anthropology, where you will be afforded a glimpse into the
daily life of the Cheyenne, Eskimo, Hopi, and many other historic Native American cultures. You’ll see Chief Thunderbird’s buffalo council robe, a Nez Perce
dress worn to a meeting with President Theodore Roosevelt, and the headdress
given to flying legend Charles Lindbergh by the Sioux Nation.
Your final stop is the Art wing, which includes many excellent examples of
Western art, including original oils by such noted artists as Olaf Wieghorst and Alfredo Rodriguez. This wing also has an outstanding collection of Chinese artifacts, including a 2,000-year-old jade burial suit from the Han Dynasty.
The museum is easy to find, right off Jamacha Road, in Rancho San Diego, opposite the Albertson’s shopping
center. There is frequent bus service to Cuyamaca College, via Routes 856 and 858. The museum has ample free
parking and is very handicapped-accessible. It’s open from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and from
noon until 4 p.m. on Saturday. It’s a great place to cool off on a hot summer afternoon!
Kathleen Oatsvall is the director of the Heritage of the Americas Museum. If you have any questions, Kathleen
(or one of her volunteers) may be reached by calling: (619) 670-5194, or e-mail her at: hofam@sbcglobal.net The
museum’s website is: www.HeritageOfTheAmericasMuseum.com.

•••
Congratulations to the WMOC on Some Excellent Recent Publicity

They must be doing something right at the Women’s Museum of California (WMOC), located in Liberty Station. Just recently some of their events and exhibits were given prominent play in the Night and Day entertainment
section of the San Diego Union-Tribune, and were touted on several news channels. Yes! It always makes me happy
when I see one of “our” organizational members getting the recognition they deserve! I think that the museum’s
decision to team-up with the American History Theater was an excellent move.
Way to go gals! (Read about some of WMOC’s current activities on page 9.)

•••

Don’t Miss this Art Exhibit, Masters of the Moment,

at the Olaf Wieghorst Museum, El Cajon, thru THIS Friday

Last chance! Catch this East County Art Association’s juried art exhibit,
Masters of the Moment, at the Olaf Wieghorst Museum, 131 Rea Ave., El Cajon 92020. (Los Peñasquitos Lagoon, right, is painted by Mike Hefner.) The
exhibit will close THIS Friday, July 14. The museum is open by donation on
Tuesdays through Fridays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more details, call: (619) 5903431.
•••
Take care,
Well, it’s time to say goodbye until September. Helen Halmay, Editor
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Archaeoastronomy in Northern Baja California to be
Topic of Free SDAC Program on Sat., Aug. 12 at 7 p.m.

San Diego Archaeological Center (SDAC) will present adjunct professor José “Pepe” Aguilar speaking on Archaeoastronomy in Northern Baja California at the center on Saturday, August 12 at 7 p.m. (address at end of article).
Those attending this free event are invited to stay at the Center after the presentation for s’mores and a chance to
view the Perseid meteor shower (see photo, below), away from city lights (dress warmly, if you stay for this viewing).
Former students of Adjunct Professor Pepe
Aguilar, at San Diego City College, have been conducting archaeoastronomical studies for almost
four years at a rock shelter called El Hombre en el
Cuadro (The Man in the Square), located in Baja
California Norte, Mexico.
Evidence suggests that this site, recorded by San
Diego Museum of Man archaeologist Ken Hedges,
was a year-round solar observatory designed by early man to mark the days surrounding both solstices
and both equinoxes.
José “Pepe” Aguilar, M.A., R.P.A., has taught at
San Diego City College for almost seven years, and
specializes in bioarchaeology and archaeoastronomy. In addition, Aguilar has participated in and
conducted archaeological field research in various
parts of Mexico, including Baja California Norte, Oaxaca, the Coronado Islands, and in many locations in San Diego, Riverside, and Imperial Counties. He is also the owner of Meridian Archaeological Services and Research, a
consulting firm based in San Diego.
Archaeoastronomy in Northern Baja California will take place at the San Diego Archaeological Center, located at
16666 San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido 92027.
For more information call: (760) 291-0370, or visit the SDAC website at: www.sandiegoarchaeology.org.

Experimental Archaeology: Traditional Pottery Making
will be a Two-Part Workshop with Kurt McLean
on Two Saturdays: Sept. 16 and 23, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SIGN-UP NOW – San Diego Archaeological Center (SDAC) will host an experimental archaeology workshop
on Traditional Pottery Making with Kurt McLean, presented across two Saturdays, September 16 and 23, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Archaeological Center, located at 16666 San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido 92027.
In Part I of this two-part workshop, participants will learn how to construct a vessel by creating a semi-hemispherical base and coils (including using a paddle and anvil tools), then using burnishing techniques to finish.
Part II of the workshop will consist of firing the created vessels in an open pit. Participants will be able to keep their vessel, paddle, and anvil at the end of the workshop.
Kurt McLean learned the paddle and anvil pottery-making method in the late
90s in the Pa'Ipai community of Santa Catarina with traditional master-potters Daria
Mariscal, and the late Josefina Ochute. McLean is an archaeologist with 18 years of
professional experience, working primarily in Southern California.
Space is limited to 25 participants and you must register in advance. Book your
ticket now to guarantee your spot. Tickets, that include Part I and II, cost $60 per
person, or $50 per student (with ID) and SDAC member.
These workshops will take place at the San Diego Archaeological Center, located at
16666 San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido 92027. For more information, please call
(Continued on Next Page)
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Traditional Pottery Making Workshop (Continued from Previous Page)
Stephanie Sandoval at: 760-291-0370 or visit the SDAC website at: www.sandiegoarchaeology.org.
To register for the event, purchase tickets, or for more information, please e-mail Public Archaeology Director
Stephanie Sandoval at sjsandoval@sandiegoarchaeology.org or call (760) 291-0370.
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Register NOW for nternational ourdough
eunion 2017
to be held in San Diego on Wed., Sept. 27 thru Sun., Oct. 1

Register NOW – The Alaska-Yukon Club of San Diego (AYCSD) invites the public to join AYC and attend
the International Sourdough Reunion 2017 (ISR 2017). This reunion of affiliated clubs will be held in San Diego from
Wednesday, September 27 to Sunday, October 1 at the host hotel, the Best Western Seven Seas, 411 Hotel Circle
South, Mission Valley, San Diego 92108.
“The purpose of the ISR
event is to foster and perpetuate the true Pioneer Sourdough
Spirit of good fellowship and
loyalty which prevailed in Alaska and the Yukon Territory
during the Great Gold Rush,”
states Jerry Fulk, chairman of
ISR 2017.
“The affiliated clubs gather
every year to visit, reminisce,
tell stories, and share this spirit.”
(See the historic photo, left [The
Yukon Mail at Eagle, Alaska],
from the U. S. National Parks
Service/University of Alaska.)
The reunion is moved
around the west coast, and Canada. In the past it has been held in Seattle, Anchorage, Juneau, and Fairbanks, as well as Las Vegas and Kelowna,
Provence of British Columbia, Canada. Approximately 50 to 75 members usually attend the reunion. The last time
it was held in San Diego (prior to this 2017 event) was in 2010.
“Now’s your chance to join the Alaska-Yukon Club and attend the reunion while it’s here, in San Diego,” says
Fulk. “Exciting tours are planned and bargain hotel rates have been negotiated ($65-75) for those who wish to stay
overnight. In addition, Alaska Airlines has offered discounted fares to make traveling easier for out-of-towners.”
Membership and Reunion Registration Information

The cost to register for the five-day event is $95. This includes membership in the Alaska-Yukon Club, the President’s Party, Banquet, Farewell Breakfast, Hospitality Room, reunion credentials, and all events at the hotel. (Note:
This event is not free to AYC members, and the registration fee does not cover the cost of a hotel room.)
To register for the reunion, or for more details, please contact ISR 2017 Chairman Jerry Fulk (see his contact
details at the end of this article). He will send you the complete Sourdough Alert with all the details of the reunion,
and membership information for the Alaska-Yukon Club of San Diego. Registration is open now (see below).
“Club membership is open to anyone who has lived in Alaska or the Yukon, or who simply has an interest in
these historic lands. The local chapter is also an organizational member of the Congress of History,” explains Fulk.
“As the host club for this annual event, AYC San Diego is working hard to make this a great reunion and ensure
that all have a good time. The Hospitality Room at the Best Western Seven Seas will be a central focus, where attendees will gather for snacks, drinks, visiting, reminiscing, story-telling, relaxation, etc.
“Come share the Pioneer Spirit and enjoy the glorious Indian Summer in San Diego!”
Registration is currently open. To receive the publication, Sourdough Alert, with registration information, and
all the details of the reunion, call Jerry Fulk, ISR 2017 chairman, at: (619) 479-8515. Please leave a message with your
name and phone number if he isn’t available when you call.
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North Park Car Show is Sat., Sept. 9

The 8th Annual North Park Historical Society Car Show, hosted
by the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) and the Balboa Tennis
Club, will be held on Saturday, September 9 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The free event will be held in the parking lot of the Balboa Tennis
Club, 2221 Morley Field, San Diego 92104.
“Our 2016 Car Show was our most successful event yet, with
close to 60 entries,” says Steve Hon, NPHS president. “We welcome
the public to come enjoy this free, fun event.”
Trophies will be awarded to First, Second, Third, and People’s
Choice. All exhibitors who pre-register will receive participation certificates. Cost for entering a car in the show is
$10 for one car and $20 for two or three. More event details, and the registration form, are on the NPHS website:
www.northparkhistory.org. Please register car entries before, or by, August 31, 2017.
Entrants are asked to arrive from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., for set-up, and to remain
until 2 p.m. (Limited to the first 70 cars pre-registered; pre-1990 cars are encouraged.)
Family fun and surprise prizes will be offered, with on-site food for sale at the
Balboa Tennis Club. Held in a park setting; bring a picnic!
Proceeds from the event will benefit the North Park Historical Society. The
mission of the society is to preserve North Park’s cultural and architectural history,
through research, education, and outreach.
For more information call: (619) 294-8990, or see the NPHS website at: www.
northparkhistory.org, closer to the actual date of the car show.

Five Individuals & Two Groups
receive Annual Awards, presented
at the 2017 CoH History Conference

by Louise Torio, Congress of History Vice President and Awards Chairperson
Each year the Congress of History asks our members to nominate people or organizations
that have done extraordinary work preserving the history of our region. Not every award is
given every year. In this, our 53rd year, we honored five individuals and two organizations.
Each of the people or groups being honored has a passion and love for what they do.
Without their efforts the history of our area would be less known, less available, less discovered, and less understood. Because of their efforts, our knowledge of the history of our area
is enriched.

The Award of Honor

The Award of Honor is given for outstanding effort by an individual or a couple. This award was presented to
Janet O’Dea and Allen Hazard, for their extraordinary research on the history of Mission Hills.
• For over 15 years Janet and Allen have researched and written about their neighborhood. They are the
authors of the Images of America book on Mission Hills, published by Arcadia Publishing, the result of countless
interviews and untold hours researching vintage photos and community history.
• As historians and preservationists, they have brought attention to this area of San Diego and were instrumental in 2007 in having Mission Hills get designated a historic district, with a period of significance going back to
1908. The with the addition of the Ft. Stockton Line Historic District, there is even greater recognition of the historic
fabric of the Mission Hills community.
• Janet and Allen’s research have lead to deeper understanding of the buildings of significant architects such
as David Owen Dryden, William Hebbard, Emmor Brooke Weaver, William Templeton Johnson, Cliff May, Richard
Requa, and the Quayle Brothers, to name a few.
• And by creating exceptional home tours and walking tours that benefited Mission Hills Heritage, a nonprofit
(Continued on Page 24)
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Tall Ships
are
Coming!

Festival
of Sail
to be held

Labor Day
Weekend

Tall ships are coming! Join in the festivities over the entire Labor Day weekend. As occurred the past two years,
the site of the 2017 Festival of Sail, hosted by the Maritime Museum of San Diego (MMSD), will be expanding into
the southbound lanes of North Harbor Dr., along the Big Bay, with more booths to explore, a huge kids zone, vintage
boat display, stage for live entertainment, beer garden, and lots more to see and do. (For parking, see end of article.*)
Fun for the entire family! HOURS: Open Friday, Sept. 1, from 12 noon to 7 p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 2 & Sunday,
Sept. 3, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Then on Labor Day, Monday, September 4, the hours will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Festival of Sail is the LARGEST Tall Ship festival on the west coast and is hosted along the bay-side location of
the Maritime Museum of San Diego, transforming the North Embarcadero over Labor Day weekend into a nautical
theme park for four adventure-filled days.
A low-priced “Festival Passport” will allow visitors to attend this growing nautical celebration. The passport
will cost $11 per each adult/per day; $9 per each senior (62+), or military person (with ID)/per day; $5 per each
kid (12-3)/per day; kids 2 & under free. See details about the “Festival Passport,” below (under the ship photo).
Over the Labor Day weekend, more than a dozen tall ships, and other fascinating vessels, from around the world
will visit San Diego, from Thursday, August 31 through Monday, September 4. The festival kicks-off Thursday,
August 31, at 11 a.m., with a majestic parade of tall ships on San Diego’s Big Bay. Then on Friday, September 1,
festival visitors who have “Festival of Sail Passports” will be able to tour the ships, see live entertainment at the
festival main stage, purchase food and drink from dozens of restaurant booths, and shop for one of-a-kind items
among more than 150 festival vendors. For children, there will also be a petting zoo, crafts, and face-painting.
• Parade of Sail – The festival will kick-off with a grand Parade of Sail on San Diego Bay at 11 a.m. on Thursday, August 31, approximately 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. More than a dozen majestic windjammers will majestically sail
into San Diego’s harbor in a magnificent nautical procession. At no charge, the public may watch the ships sail into
San Diego bay, enjoy cannon fire salutes, and see the ships end their journey at the Maritime Museum’s docks. A
limited number of pre-purchase tickets are made available to participate by
being aboard a ship during the tall ship parade (see their website for details).
The best spots to view from shore include the Maritime Museum (entry charge), Cabrillo National Monument (entry charge), and from local
restaurants and businesses on Shelter Island, Harbor Island and the North
Embarcadero. Ships should be docked, open for visitation starting on Saturday, September 2, at 9 a.m. The festival will showcase more than 20 tall ships,
and other extraordinary vessels, from around the world, including the official
tall ship of California, the Californian; the replica galleon San Salvador; the
Curlew; the Gaff topsail schooner Bill of Rights; the twin ships Irving & Exy
Johnson; and many more. Closer to the dates of the event, a complete list of
the participating ships will be found on the museum’s website at: www.sdmaritime.org. (Ships scheduled to appear in the parade are subject to change.)
• Festival of Sail Passport – Either a Festival of Sail Passport, or a membership in the Maritime Museum of San
Diego, is required to enter the festival. Non-members must purchase a Festival of Sail Passport to tour the festival
ships. Each Festival of Sail Passport is valid for one person, for any ONE, single day during Festival of Sail 2017,
on the dates and hours listed above. The passport contains images and a brief biography of each participating vessel.
As you visit each ship your passport will be stamped with that ship’s rubber stamp, making a memorable keepsake
(Continued on the Next Page)
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of your journey into the world of sail.
Festival entry is free for MMSD members; passports are $11 per each
adult/per day; $9 per each senior (62+), or military person (with ID)/per
day; $5 per each kid (12-3)/per day; and kids 2 & under free. Entry into
the Street Fair area of vendor booths is free. Extra passports are available
for purchase (for these same prices) at the museum Gift Shop, located on
board the Berkeley ferry.
NOTE: All on-water experiences or activities require the purchase of
an add-on ticket to your Festival of Sail Passport.
Festival Passports are on sale NOW on the Maritime Museum’s website
(www.sdmaritime.org) and will also be for sale at the festival. Each passport includes entrance to the Maritime Museum of San Diego during the event. Currently there are eight different exhibits on display at the Maritime Museum.
• Daily Activities during Festival of Sail – These daily activities may include, but are not limited to: visiting
ships and crew, kids’ petting zoo, kids’ craft activities, face painting, beer garden, live on-stage entertainment, Naval
reenactors, photo ops with “Captain Sunny and Pirates,” and hundreds of arts and craft vendors, plus a multitude
of food options, and so much more!
Add-on, On-the-Water Adventures, such as Tall Ship cannon battles, mid-day sails, twilight sails, America’s
Cup sailing experience, and 30-minute bay cruises can be purchased both online and at the “Boating Activities
Booth,” which will be located just north of the Berkeley steam ferry. Ticket prices for On-the-Water Adventures
INCLUDE Festival of Sail ADMISSION for the day of your adventure. Many of these on-water opportunities
will sell-out quickly, so pre-purchase of tickets is recommended; to pre-purchase tickets, see their website at:
www.sdmaritime.org.
• Kids Zone – A Petting Zoo will be open Sat., Sun., and Mon., from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Also visit the kids’ craft
activities, and face painting. The Kids’ Zone is included with festival admission
(the Festival Passport - $5 per each child, per day).
• Cannon Battles – Join the crew for a Cannon Battle at sea and experience
naval warfare during the age of sail (see photo, left). Several ships will engage in
cannon battle reenactments on San Diego Bay during the festival. Purchase tickets to
be on board for a battle. Tickets are: adults $76; seniors (62+) & military (with ID)
$74; and children 12 & under $45. (NOT recommended for children under the age
of 5.) Cannon Battle tickets are currently for sale on the museum’s website: www.
sdmaritime.org. Cannon battle sailings will sell-out, so get your tickets early!
• Napoleonic Cannon Firings – The 12-pound cannons, known as “Napoleons,” are authentic Civil War cannons built in 1863 (not replicas). The museum’s Shore Battery Artillery Team will demonstrate how the guns are
cleaned, then will fire the three-pound & four-pound guns for a “noon salute” each day, as well as firing volleys
at the ships during the Gun Battles on the Big Bay. During the parade of ships on Thursday, the artillery team will
also salute the festival ships with several rounds of fire from these cannons, as the ships pass-by on the Big Bay.
• Entertainment – The 2017 Festival of Sail will offer a “Happy Hour” live performance on Friday, Sept. 1,
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Then, the festival will feature continuous entertainment Saturday through Monday, primarily
in the closed, southbound lanes of N. Harbor Dr. Performers will play and sing a variety of musical styles, and
there will be theatrical performances; all will celebrate the international theme of the event. As it gets closer to the
dates of the event, a complete, updated schedule of entertainment, and the location of each one, will be found on
the museum’s website: www.sdmaritime.org.
NOTE: Festival of Sail is a special, four-day event. Returns, coupons, passes, general admission, and seafarer
passes are not valid during the four days of Festival of Sail. There will be NO general admission during the festival.
A Festival Passport or Maritime Museum of San Diego Membership are required to enter at all venues.
*Transportation/Parking: The northbound lanes of N. Harbor Dr. will remain open to traffic during this multiday event, but the southbound lanes will be closed (for the event) between Grape and Ash. Parking near the festival
site will be extremely limited, so it’s strongly recommended that you take the trolley or bus to this popular event.
Suggestions about getting to the Maritime Museum on public transit are given on the MMSD website: www.
sdmaritime.org. Look specifically in the information for the 2017 Festival of Sail for transportation details.
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Janet and Allen have been the right people at the right time for documenting and preserving the history of Mission Hills. For this, we presented to them this Award of Honor.

• • •

The next Award of Honor was presented to Balboa Park Ranger Kim Duclo. Kim was one of those lucky kids
whose parents allowed him to visit all the museums in Balboa Park, and the Serra Museum, and places like the San
Diego Mission and Cabrillo Monument. Seeing historic places can leave profound impressions on a kid, and Kim
grew up to first be an exhibits tech and art installer at museums like the San Diego Museum of Art, the Museum of
Photographic Arts, the San Diego Historical Society, and the Natural History museum. But he also loved the outdoors, and Kim’s career evolved when he became a park ranger, first at places like Los Peñasquitos Canyon Reserve
before moving on to Balboa Park in 1996.
For more than 20 years part of his duties have included giving park tours and sharing the history, the architecture, and the flora of the park. Kim is a living encyclopedia on the subject. You may recognize Kim as the go-to-expert when the media need information about Balboa Park. Kim has been on screen speaking to not only local and
national audiences, but to international audiences too, encouraging visitors to see Balboa Park. He’s developed video
and audio tours, and he’s made himself available to speak to groups that want to learn more.
This love of history is important, and sure to have influenced other young visitors to Balboa Park just like he was
influenced as a child.
For Kim’s depth of knowledge of Balboa Park, his love for its history, and his desire to share his knowledge with
others we presented to Kim this Award of Honor.

• • •

Another Award of Honor was presented to Pat James for his extraordinary devotion to the history of Ocean
Beach. Pat and his four brothers, known as the “James Gang,” arrived in Ocean Beach in 1976 and fell in love with
the beach and the people. The brothers established many of Ocean Beach’s traditions, including the Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting Festival, which just celebrated its 40th Anniversary, and the Ocean Beach Fireworks Festival,
which has since grown into the Ocean Beach Street Fair and Chili Cook Off. So this means that Pat is officially part
of OB traditions!
In 1993 Pat became one of the founding members of the Ocean Beach Historical Society and served as its president for the past 14 years. During Pat’s tenure as president, the Pt. Loma United Methodist Church agreed to host
the OB Historical Society Archives and allowed space for programs related to the history and evolution of this beach
community. The archives now include over 300 books, 3200 photos, and memorabilia from Ocean Beach residents
that would have been lost to history if not for this repository. And thanks to Pat’s easy-to-like personality, a host of
volunteers help maintain these archives!
Pat and his wife Susan James, among others, put together the Arcadia Press book on Ocean Beach, using materials from the archives. Pat also started an oral history project to interview and record the stories of the OB elders,
to capture their histories before they passed.
You may have seen Pat taking photographs for us at Congress of History events. Each spring the OB Historical
Society presents the “OB Exposed” photo show and competition, which is a brilliant way to capture a year-by-year
record of the evolution of Ocean Beach and have the photos donated to the Archives.
Pat is also community advocate who promotes community planning, preservation, and conservation (like continuing the Ocean Beach Cottages Program). Pat was dedicated to getting the Ocean Beach historical monument
plaque in place. Each spring Pat and his wife host a party at their 1906 OB bungalow, which has a 100-year old wisteria vine. The good times, along with good food and good music, attract a large crowd who come to celebrate with
Pat his friendship and devotion to the Ocean Beach community.
For this we honored Pat James with an Award of Honor.

The Award of Merit

The Award of Merit goes to a group or organization that furthers the history of our region. This award was presented to the Chicano Park Steering Committee for not only decades of effort sharing and preserving the legacy of
the artists and activists who created this most extraordinary park, but also for getting National Landmark Designation for this very special place.
Chicano Park is the unique park that began in a most extraordinary way. Unlike Balboa Park which was planned
and evolved, Chicano Park was born when the residents of Barrio Logan (already heavily burdened by the influx of
(Continued on the Next Page)
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industry into a residential neighborhood and by the destruction of homes for the expansion of Interstate 5 and the
Coronado Bay Bridge) protested the planned construction of a highway patrol station instead of a park. It was the
final straw.

Activists, residents, and artists came together with one voice to peacefully fight for a place that meant
empowerment and self-determination. Against all odds, THEY WON. The evolution from a not-very-niceplace for a park, with stark concrete columns under a bridge, to a vibrant park for the community and a
place for the creation of almost 100 beautiful murals on the columns of the bridge, done by muralists such
as Salvador Torres, Victor Ochoa, Jose Montoya, Mario Torero, and many others, makes Chicano Park the
most extensive Mexican-American outdoor art gallery in the country.
In 2012 Chicano Park was listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and in January this year the
park was designated a National Historic Landmark.
This work doesn’t happen by itself. It takes hard work and strong guidance. Since 1970 the Chicano Park
Steering Committee has provided that guidance, and has shared the history and culture of the park with
world.
For sharing the history and culture of Chicano Park with our region and for getting Landmark designation, we presented this Award of Merit to the Chicano Park Steering Committee.

• • •

Another Award of Merit was given to the Balboa Theatre Organ Foundation. The Balboa Theatre is the
gorgeous 1924 vaudeville and movie palace at the corner of Fourth and E Streets in downtown San Diego. It
was designed by architect William Wheeler and constructed for $800,000 by owner Robert E. Hicks. It was
a successful theatre until the decline of downtown. In 1972 the building was locally historically designated,
but in 1985 it looked like downtown redevelopment would mean “curtains” for the Balboa.
The City acquired the Balboa by eminent domain, and in 1986 people like Robert Hicks’ granddaughter, Jan Hicks Manos, and musician Steve Karo, stepped up and created the Balboa Theatre Foundation, to
prevent this beautiful theatre from being turned something other than a theatre (like possibly a parking
garage for Horton Plaza).
Great effort was taken to research and document the history of this 1,500 seat theatre with amazing
acoustics. In 1996 the Balboa Theatre Foundation, working with historian Vonn Marie May, got the theatre
listed on the National Register of historic places. (There was nothing like camping out in front of Mayor Susan Golding’s office until she gave approval for the BTF to proceed with the National Register designation!)
All this work, all this research, convinced CCDC, the downtown redevelopment agency, to RESTORE
the Balboa instead of destroying the Balboa. In 2008, the restored, retrofitted Balboa reopened with a “new”
old organ, the Wonder Morton Organ. Once again the Balboa had an organ befitting it. Today with the theatre restored, the Balboa Theatre Foundation is now known as the Balboa Theatre ORGAN Foundation, as
it raises money to maintain the Morton Wonder Organ in perpetuity.
For over 30 years of devotion to the history of the Balboa Theatre, we honored the Balboa Theatre Organ
Foundation with this Award of Merit.

The Award of Appreciation

An Award of Appreciation is given to someone who is indispensable to a number of organizations but
who never seeks the spotlight herself. We presented this honor to our own Barbara Busch.
You may know Barbara for her many years working at SpaWar, or from benefiting from her expertise in
library services to do difficult research, or from her service to the Ocean Beach Historical Society.
Some of you know Barbara for lending her talents to the Friends of the Villa Montezuma, or from volunteering for the Japanese-American Historical Society. Of course she is also an officer of the Congress of
History, and maybe you’ve taken a history trip with Barbara now that she’s retired from her day job.
One thing’s for sure, the very talented Barbara is a blessing to all of the organizations she supports. There
is no truer friend and no more gifted, dedicated volunteer than our own totally talented, totally humble,
Barbara. To recognize her many contributions to many historical organization, we presented this Award of
Appreciation to Barbara Busch.
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We Hate to Say Goodbye - Time to Renew or Join

If you have not done so for 2017/18, please renew your membership in, or join,
the Congress of History of San Diego and Imperial Counties.
If you support the growth of history-awareness in our local communities, then the Congress is for YOU!
If you like to attend local, history-related events and would like to receive a newsletter that alerts you to
them, then the Congress is for YOU! By joining, you may receive our informative newsletter, Adelante,
on a bi-monthly basis, and network with other historical museums and history-minded folks in our region.
Our membership year runs from July through June of the following year. When you pay for this
membership, it will cover July 2017 thru June 2018. We are an all-volunteer, 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit Corporation.
We need and appreciate every membership we receive. If you receive your Adelante electronically,
by e-mail, please print-out and use this form (below). If you have any questions about your membership, contact Membership Chair Helen Halmay at: hghalmay@aol.com or call: (619) 469-7283.

• Thank you so much to all who will renew, and to you who have already renewed!

Congress of History Membership
To renew or join, fill-in this form, PLEASE PRINT, and surface-mail it, with check or money-order (made
payable to: Congress of History). MAIL TO: Membership Chair, Helen Halmay, PO Box 1346, Lemon Grove,
CA 91946 We are a 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit Corp. A benefit of membership is receiving Adelante all year.

2017/18 Membership

(Check one, below)

___$20 Individual ___$15 Senior (65+), _____ $25 Organization,
____$100 Donor
___$250 Life
			 or Student (circle one) Business, or Family (circle one)
Paper
NOTE: One-time-per-year, extra $7 charge for hard-copy Adelantes Surface-Mailed to you. ___$7 Copy

Mailed

Person/s Name/s (NOT organization): ____________________________________Office held:________________
Personal Street or PO Box Address (NOT organization):_______________________________________________
City: _________________________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________________
Home/Cell Phone: _______________________________ Work Phone: _______________________________
Your Personal E-mail Address (NOT organization’s) : ____________________________________________
~~~ Important Adelante Delivery Information ~~~
• Please E-mail Adelante to me (at my personal E-mail address, above) ___ YES (__ NO, use surface mail, instead)
• Please Surface-mail Adelante to MY address ABOVE: ___ YES (__ NO, use the address below, instead)
• NOTE: One-time-per-year, extra $7 charge for hard-copy Adelantes Surface-Mailed to you. (see above)
• OR – BOTH E-mail AND Surface-mail Adelante to me ___YES , I am paying the extra $7. (see above)
Organization (if any):_______________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________ Organization Phone: ________________________
City:__________________________________________________ State: _____ Zip: ___________________
Organization's E-Mail:_________________________ Web Site (if any):_____________________________
• I ______________am the official, voting delegate from my group to the Congress: __ YES __ NO (please check one)
(name)

• If NO, who is your delegate? (please give name & phone #)____________________________________
• If your group has a Museum, what is its name & location address (if different than above); what are its days
and hours of operation, and what is the entrance cost? (Answer only if this information has changed recently.)
Any other details? Thanks! (Please answer OVER, or on a separate piece of paper, if you wish.)

